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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
CHARACTER 

DEVELOPMENT



Standards

• Kansas was the first 
state to adopt 
Social, Emotional 
and Character 
Development 
standards. 

• The standards were 
adopted in 2012

• Access the 
standards here:

http://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning



• Social Awareness
• Interpersonal Skills

Social 
Development

• Core Principles
• Responsible 

Decision Making 
and Problem 
Solving

Character 
Development

• Self -Awareness
• Self-Management

Personal  
Development

Kansas Social, Emotional, and Character Education Standards



State Board SECD Goal

Each student develops the social, 
emotional, and character competencies 
that promote learning and success in 
life.



Purpose

Social, Emotional, and Character Development (SECD) Standards provide schools a 
framework for integrating social-emotional learning (SEL) with character development so that 
students will learn, practice and model essential personal life habits that contribute to 
academic, career, and personal success. 

Definition

SECD standards encompass practicing good citizenship as respectful, responsible, 
empathetic and ethical individuals, through making healthy decisions, practicing personal 
safety, understanding risk prevention, promoting a positive school culture, problem solving 
effectively, and valuing excellence.

Core Beliefs

•SECD skills are teachable and measurable.
•SECD skills are essential for academic achievement.
•SECD skills are developed within a continuous growth process throughout life.
•SECD skills are acquired by students through intentional, integrated efforts of the entire 
school, family and community.
•SECD skills are best learned in a respectful, safe and civil school environment where adults 
are caring role models.



Character Development
Definition:
Developing skills to help students identify, define and 
live in accordance with core principles that aid in 
effective problem solving and responsible decision 
making.

Rationale: 
Our schools have the job of preparing students for 

citizenship in a global society. Success in school and life 
is built upon the ability to make responsible decisions, 
solve problems effectively, and to identify and 
demonstrate core principles.  



Character Development
Definition: Developing skills to help students identify, define and live in accordance with core principles that 
aid in effective problem solving and responsible decision making. 
Rationale: Our schools have the job of preparing students for citizenship in a global society. Success in 
school and life is built upon the ability to make responsible decisions, solve problems effectively, and to 
identify and demonstrate core principles.

Social, Emotional, Character Development Standards

Core Principles Responsible decision making and problem 
solving.

1. Recognize, select, and ascribe to a set of core ethical 
and performance values as a foundation of good 
character and be able to define character 
comprehensively to include thinking, feeling and doing.

2. Develop, implement, promote, and model core ethical 
and performance values.

3. Create a caring community.

1. Develop, implement, and model responsible decision 
making skills.

2. Develop, implement, and model effective problem 
solving skills.

K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12
K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12

Knowing Doing
Knowing Doing



Personal Development
Definition:
Developing skills to help students identify, understand 

and effectively manage their thoughts, feelings and 
behaviors.

Rationale:
Personal and academic success are built upon the ability 

to consider thoughts, understand feelings and manage 
responses. Personal thoughts and feelings impact 
management of experiences and determine behavior 
outcomes. Children will deal with personal 
development in increasingly complex ways as they 
progress through elementary, middle, and high school. 



Social, Emotional, Character Development Standards

Personal Development
Definition: Developing skills that help students identify, understand and effectively manage their 
thoughts, feelings and behaviors. 
Rationale: Personal and academic success are built upon the ability to consider thoughts, understand 
feelings and manage one�s responses.  Personal thoughts and feelings impact management of 
experiences and determine behavior outcomes. Children will deal with personal development in 
increasingly complex ways as they progress through elementary, middle, and high school.

Self Awareness - Understanding and 
expressing personal thoughts and emotions 
in constructive ways. 

Self-Management – Understanding and practicing 
strategies for managing thoughts and behaviors, reflecting 
on perspectives, and setting and monitoring goals.

1. Identify thoughts and emotions
2. Identify personal qualities.

1. Understand and practice strategies for managing thoughts, and 
behaviors.

2. Reflect on perspectives and emotional responses of self and 
others.

3. Set and monitor goals to achieve success in school and life.

K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12

K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12

Knowing Doing
Knowing Doing



Social Development
Definition:
Developing skills to help students establish and 

maintain positive relationships and enable effective 
communication with others in various settings and 
situations.

Rationale:
Building and maintaining positive relationships and 

communicating well with others are central to success 
in school and life.  Recognizing the thoughts, feelings, 
and perspectives of others leads to effective 
collaboration, communication, and conflict resolution.



Social, Emotional, Character Development Standards

Social Development
Definition: Developing skills that establish and maintain positive relationships and enable effective 
communication with others in various settings and situations.
Rationale: Building and maintaining positive relationships and communicating well with others are central to 
success in school and life.  Recognizing the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others leads to effective 
collaboration, communication, and conflict resolution.

Social Awareness Interpersonal Skills

1. Be aware of the thoughts, feelings, and 
perspectives of others.

2. Demonstrate awareness of cultural issues and a 
respect for human dignity and differences.

1. Demonstrate communication and social skills to interact 
effectively.

2. Develop and maintain positive relationships.
3. Demonstrate an ability to prevent, manage, and resolve 

interpersonal conflicts.

K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12

Knowing Doing

K-2 / 3-5 / 6-8 / 9-12

Knowing Doing



Social-Emotional

KSDE Contact:
Kent Reed, Education Program Consultant

Career Standards and Assessment Services
kreed@ksde.org
785-296-8109



Social-Emotional Initiatives 
• SECD Curricular Standards
• Kansas College and Career Competencies 

Project KU
• Train the Trainer
• Pilot Schools

• Trauma-Informed Schools
• School Mental Health Framework
• National and Kansas Schools of Character 

Recognition Program
• Transition to College Algebra (Growth Mindset)



Suggested Edits/Inclusion

� Jason’s Law (youth suicide)
� Erin’s Law (child sexual abuse)
� KSA 72-8256 (bullying)
� School Mental Health
� Trauma-Informed/ACES
� Self-Harm
� Recovery and Resiliency
� Growth Mindset
� Civic Engagement
� Ethical Use of Technology







�If schools only focus on academic instruction 
and school management in their efforts to help 

students attain academic success, they will 
likely fall short of their goals.�

Zins, Weissberg, Wang, Walberg, �Building Academic Success on Social and 
Emotional Learning; What does the research say�, (2004) New York: Teachers 

College Press
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Gaumer Erickson, A.S. & Noonan, P.M. (2012). College and Career Competencies 
Framework. Lawrence KS: University of Kansas, Center for Research on Learning

Helping students become socially 
engaged, 

career equipped,  lifelong learners 















For More Information on 
Improving Social/Emotional/Character 

Outcomes Contact:

Kent Reed
School Climate/Culture and 

Integration Specialist
Career Standards and 

Assessments
(785) 296-8109

kreed@ksde.org




